
Dynamics Qualifying Exam 
Study Material 

 
The candidate is expected to have a thorough understanding of engineering dynamics topics.  
These topics are listed below for clarification.  Not all instructors cover exactly the same material 
during a course, thus it is important for the candidate to closely examine the subject areas listed 
below.  The textbook listed below is a good source for the review and study of a majority of the 
listed topics.  One final note, the example problems made available to the candidates are from 
past exams and do not cover all subject material.  These problems are not to be used as the only 
source of study material.  The topics listed below should be your guide for what you are 
responsible for knowing. 
 
Suggested textbook: 
 Dynamics, Ginsberg & Genin, (John Wiley & Sons, pub) 
 Engineering Mechanics, Dynamics, R.C. Hibbeler, (Prentice Hall) 
 
Topic areas: 

1. Kinematics and kinetics of particles 
2. Kinematics and kinetics of rigid bodies in planar motion 
3. Kinematics of rigid bodies in three dimensions 

 
ME 237 Topics, and Assignments (Engineering Mechanics, Dynamics, R.C. Hibbeler) 

Topic Reading Problems Topic Reading Problems 

Kinematics of a Particle 3-14, 30-
41,48-54 

12-22, 12-85, 
12-119 Kinematics of a Particle 61-69, 76-

86 
12-160, 12-174, 
12-196 

Equations of Motion 
(Rectangular Coordinates) 97-112 13-2, 13-22, 13-

29 
Equations of Motion 
(Curvilinear Motion) 123-128 13-56, 13-68, 

13-70 

Equations of Motion 
(Cylindrical Coordinates) 135-139 13-90, 13-98, 

13-101 Work and Energy 
159-172, 
182-185 
190-198 

14-7, 14-34, 14-
41 

Work and Energy 
159-172, 
182-185 
190-198 

14-54, 14-79, 
14-92 Impulse-Momentum 207-214, 

222-228 
15-27, 15-33, 
15-51 

Central Impact 233-239 15-71, 15-77, 
15-86 

Angular Impulse-
Momentum 246-255 15-96, 15-101, 

15-107 

Kinematics of Rigid Bodies 289-299 16-3, 16-12, 16-
23 

Kinematics of Rigid 
Bodies 307-310 16-35, 16-40, 

16-46 

Kinematics of Rigid Bodies 315-322 16-55, 16-70, 
16-77 

Kinematics of Rigid 
Bodies 339-347 16-108, 16-117, 

16-123 

Moving Reference Frame 354-362 16-131, 16-132, 
16-140 Moment of Inertia 371-379 17-2, 17-8, 17-

13 

Equations of Motion 385-394 17-27, 17-33, 
17-40 Equations of Motion 400-407 17-61, 17-66, 

17-73 

Equations of Motion 416-422 17-93, 17-100, 
17-110 Work Energy 431-445 18-10, 18-

23,18-31 

Work Energy 453-458 18-48, 18-53, 
18-58 Work Energy 453-458 18-47, 18-50 

Impulse-Momentum 465-478 19-4, 19-17, 19-
19 Impulse-Momentum 486-493 19-37,19-43, 

19-50 

Impulse-Momentum 486-493 R2-6, R2-13, 
R2-40 Moving Reference Frame 515-524 20-3, 20-8, 20-

12 

Moving Reference Frame 515-524 20-16, 20-18, 
20-23 Moving Reference Frame 532-539 20-37, 20-43, 

20-46 
Angular Momentum 555-558 21-29, 21-30 Angular Momentum 555-558  
Equations of Motion 566-575  Work Energy 558-559  
Impulse-Momentum 558  Vibrations 595-603  

Vibrations 595-603 22-9, 22-17, 22-
25    
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1. The slender rod AB is hinged at pin A. The mass and the length of the rod are m and L 
respectively. Point G is the mass center of the rod. It is released from the horizontal position. 
Using the energy method and neglecting friction, determine the velocity of point B when rod 
AB makes angle  with the horizon.  
 

2. The 10 kg flywheel (or thin disk) shown below rotates about the shaft at a constant angular 
velocity s = 6 rad/s.  At the same time, the shaft is rotating about the bearing at A with a 
constant angular velocity of p = 3 rad/s.  If A is a thrust bearing (forces in all 3 directions) 
and B is a journal bearing(no force in the x-direction), determine the components of force 
reaction at A and B. 
 

 
  

A 

B 

G 

x 

y 
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3. The conical pendulum consists of bar AB of mass m and length L. It is pin-joined to a 
supporting shaft at point A as shown. Point G is the mass center of the bar. The shaft rotates 
at a constant angular velocity of 1 . Using the Euler equation of motion, determine the 
angle  that the bar makes with the vertical as it rotates. Coordinate system XYZ is fixed in 
space and coordinate system xyz is ‘welded’ to the bar. Assume that bar AB is a slender rod.  

 
 
4. A 40-gram bullet is fired with a horizontal velocity of 600 m/s into the lower end of a 

slender 7-kg bar of length L = 600mm.  Knowing that h = 240mm and that the bar is initially 
at rest, determine  
 

a. the angular velocity of the bar immediately after the bullet becomes embedded, 
b. the impulse reaction at C, assuming that the bullet becomes embedded in 0.001s. 

A

B 

Y

X

xy 

G 


1
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Bar 
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1. If the ball has a mass of 30 kg and a speed 4=v  m/s at the instant it is at its lowest point 
(when 0=θ ). Neglect the size of the ball. 

1.1 Determine the tension in the cord at the instant when 0=θ . 
1.2 Determine the angle θ  to which the ball swings at the instant it momentarily stops. 

 
 

 
2. Two slender rods, each of length l and mass m, are released from rest in the position shown.  

Knowing that a small frictionless knob at end B of rod AB bears on rod CD, determine 
immediately after release, the acceleration of end C of rod CD and the force exerted on knob 
B. 
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3. A cylinder and a block are connected through a rope passing over a smooth pulley as shown 
in the figure. The cylinder and the block have the same mass of 10 kg. Assume the cylinder 
rolls without slipping and the block slides without friction. Determine the acceleration of the 
block.   

 
4. The center of gravity G of the unbalanced tracking wheel is located at a distance r = 0.9 

inches from its geometric center B. The radius of the wheel is R = 3 inches and its centroidal 
radius of gyration is 2.2 inches. At the instant shown the center B of the wheel has a velocity 
of 1.05 ft/s and is accelerating at 3.6 ft/s2, both directed to the left.  Knowing that the wheel 
rolls without slipping and neglecting the mass of the driving yoke AB, determine the 
horizontal force P applied to the yoke.   

 
 

 

A

B
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1. A 10 kg uniform disk is placed in contact with an inclined surface and a constant 11 N⋅m 
couple M is applied as shown.  The weight of the link AB is negligible.  Knowing that the 
coefficient of kinetic friction at D is 0.4, determine (a) the angular acceleration of the disk 
and (b) the force in link AB. 

 
 

 
 

2. The 12 lb lever OA with 10 in. radius of gyration about O is initially at rest in the vertical 
position (θ = 90°), where the attached spring of stiffness k = 3 lb/in is unstretched.  Calculate 
the constant moment M applied to the lever through its shaft at O which will give the lever 
an angular velocity ω = 4 rad/sec as the lever reaches the horizontal position θ = 0. 
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3. If the piston rod of the hydraulic cylinder C has a constant upward velocity of 0.5 m/s, 
calculate the acceleration of point D for the position where θ = 45°. 
 

 
 

4. The rectangular plate shown rotates at the rate ω2 = 12 rad/s and is decreasing at the rate of 
60 rad/s2, while the angular velocity ω1 of the arm about the Z axis is 9 rad/s and is 
decreasing at the rate 45 rad/s2.  For the position shown, determine (a) the velocity of corner 
C and (b) the acceleration of corner C. 
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1. The system shown is released from rest.  What distance does the body C drop in 2 seconds?  
The cables are inextensible.  The coefficient of dynamic friction   is 0.4 for contact surfaces 
of bodies A and B. 
 

 
 
2. At the instant shown slider A has a speed of 3 m/s.  Member AB is 2.5 meters long.  

Determine the angular velocity of member AB. 
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3. A moment of 100 N‐m is applied to a wheel D having a mass of 50 kg, a diameter of 600mm, 
and a radius of gyration of 280 mm.  The wheel D is attached by a light member AB to a 
slider C having a mass of 30 kg.   
 

a. If the system is at rest at the instant shown, what is the acceleration of slider C? 
 

b. What is the axial force in member AB? 
 

Neglect friction everywhere, and neglect the inertia of the member AB. 
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4. A vertical shaft rotates with angular speed   of 5 rad/s in bearings A and D.  A uniform plate 
B weighing 50 lb is attached to the shaft as shown in the diagram below.  What are the 
bearing reactions at the configuration shown?  The shaft weighs 20 lb and the thickness of 
the plate is 2 in. 
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Problem 1: 
The crankshaft AB is rotating at 500 rad/s about a fixed axis passing through A.  Determine the speed 
of the piston P at the instant it is in the position shown. 

 
 

 
 
 
Problem 2: 
The mass of collar A is 2 kg and the spring constant is 60 N/m.  The collar has no velocity at A and the 
spring is un-deformed at A.  Determine the maximum distance y the collar drops before it stops at 
Point C. 
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Problem 3: 
The rod assembly is supported by a ball-and-socket joint at C and a journal bearing at D, which 
develops only x and y force reactions.  The rods (CD and AB) have a mass of 0.75 kg/m each.  
Determine the angular acceleration of the rods and the components of the reaction at the supports at the 
instant ω = 8 rad/s as shown. 

 
 
Problem 4: 
The particle P slides around the circular hoop with a constant angular velocity of θ&  = 6 rad/sec, while 
the hoop rotates about the x axis at a constant rate of ω = 4 rad/s.  If at the instant shown the hoop is in 
the x-y plane and the angle θ = 45°, determine the velocity and acceleration of the particle at this 
instant. 
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1. At a given instant, the slider B is traveling to the right with the velocity and acceleration 
shown.  

 
a) Indicate where the instantaneous center of zero velocity of link AB is located.  
b) Determine the angular acceleration of the wheel at this instant. 

 
 

 
 

2. The suspended 8 kg slender bar is subjected to a horizontal impulsive force at B.  The 
average value of the force is 1000 N, and its duration is 0.03 s.  If the force causes the bar to 
swing to the horizontal position before coming to a stop, what is the distance h? 
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3. A pulley weighing 12 lb and having a radius of gyration of 8 in. is connected to two blocks 
as shown.  Assuming no axial friction, determine the angular acceleration of the pulley and 
the acceleration of each block.   
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4. The pendulum shown below consists of two rods; AB is pin supported at A and swings only 
in the Y-Z plane, whereas a bearing at B allows the attached rod BD to spin about rod AB.  
At a given instant, the rods have the constant angular velocities ω1 = 4 rad/s and ω2 = 5 
rad/s.  Also, a collar C, located 0.2 m from B, has a constant velocity of 3 m/s with respect 
to the rod.  Determine (a) the velocity of the collar and (b) the acceleration of the collar at the 
instant shown. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

0.5 m 

Z 

X Y

ω2 

ω1 

B 

A 

C 0.2 m 

3 m/s 

D 



NAME: _____________________  Fall 2004 
Qualifying Examination 

Subject:  Dynamics 
 

This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
Work 3 of the 4 problems.  Be very clear which 3 you want graded (see below).  It is not 
acceptable to work all 4 problems and hope that the graders pick out the best worked three.  
 
I want problems #____, #____, and #____ graded. 
 
Be sure to put your name on all papers handed in, including this cover sheet. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 1: 
A ball with mass Am  is thrown at a speed of v  toward a suspended block of mass Bm . Assume 
the block is at rest before it is hit by the ball; the coefficient of restitution between the ball and 
the block is e ; and the gravitational acceleration is g. Determine: 

(a) the maximum height h to which the block will swing after the impact, and 
(b) the minimum e such that the ball will continue to move forward after the impact? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 2: 
The spool has a mass of 60 kg and a radius of gyration of 3.0=GK  m. Assume the kinetic 
friction coefficient between the spool and the inclined surface is 2.0=µ . If the spool is released 
from rest, determine the angular velocity ω  of the spool when its center G moved 1=Gs  meter 
from its original position. 

 
 

         v 



NAME: _____________________  Fall 2004 
Problem 3: 
The disk of mass m and radius r spins about the rigid and massless shaft BC with an angular 
velocity of 2ω and 2ω is constant.  The support structure ABC rotates about the Z-axis at constant 

1ω .  The support structure ABC is also massless and rigid.  The length of the shaft BC is lCB .  
The coordinate system XYZ is fixed in space and the coordinate system xyz is ‘welded’ to the 
disk with its origins at the mass center G.  At the instant shown the z and the Z axes are parallel, 
also the y and the Y axes are parallel.  Determine the angular momentum GH and the kinetic 
energy of the disk.  The distance between points G and B is lGB. 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 4: 
The disk has a mass of m and a radius of r.  It is supported by a pin at point A. If the disk were 
released from rest while it was at the position shown in the diagram, determine  

(a) the angular acceleration of the disk and  
(b) the reaction at point A at the instant shown.  

The magnitude of the acceleration due to gravity is g and the mass moment of inertia of the disk 
about its center of mass is IZG = ½ mr2 . 
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Subject:  Dynamics 
 

This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
Work 3 of the 4 problems.  Be very clear which 3 you want graded (see below).  It is not 
acceptable to work all 4 problems and hope that the graders pick out the best worked three.  
 
I want problems #____, #____, and #____ graded. 
 
Be sure to put your name on all papers handed in, including this cover sheet. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 1: 
A uniform beam 10 feet long is held by two symmetrically spaced vertical cables.  One of the 
cables breaks.  Immediately after the break the tension in the intact cable is the same as it was 
before the break.  How far from the end of the beam is the intact cable attached? 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 2: 
A gyroscope consists of a thin disk weighing 30 lb and of 2-in. radius rotating at a constant rate 
of ω2 = 40 rad/sec about axis 0A.  Simultaneously, axis 0A is precessing (i.e., rotating) about a 
fixed vertical Y axis at the constant rate of ω1 = 2 rad/sec.  Assuming the angle φ is constant, find 

a) the angular velocity of the disk, 
b) the angular acceleration of the disk, 
c) the angular momentum of the gyroscope about the fixed point 0, and  
d) the dynamic reaction at 0. 
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Problem 3: 
Disk A rolls without slipping over the surface of a fixed cylinder B.  Both A and B have the same 
radius of 0.15 meters. If the center of A has a speed 5=cv  m/s, 
 

a) determine the angular velocities of disk A and link CD; and 
b) how many revolutions will A have made about its center when link CD just completes 

one revolution? [Hint: rotation of A about its own center C is equivalent to the relative 
rotation of A with respect to link CD in this case] 

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Problem 4: 
The 0.5-kg ball of negligible size is fired up the vertical circular track using the spring plunger.  
The plunger keeps the spring compressed 0.08m when 0=s .  How far s must the plunger be 
pulled back and released so that the ball will just make it around and land on the platform at B? 

  
 



 
Qualifying Exam Spring 2003 

Dynamics 
 
This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
 
Problem 1: 
The tube is rotating about the Z-axis with a constant angular velocity of ω1, while at the same 
instant the tube is rotating upward about the x-axis at a constant rate ω2.  If the ball B is blown 
through the tube at a constant rate of r& , determine the velocity and acceleration of the ball B at 
the instant shown.  Neglect the size of the ball.  Coordinate system xyz is welded to the tube and 
coordinate system XYZ is fixed in space.  At the instant shown, axes y, z, Y, and Z are on the 
same plane.  You must use only the coordinate systems given. 

 

 
 
Problem 2: 
The uniform slender rod AB has a mass m and length l.  When it is at the position shown its 
angular speed is ωAB.  At the instant shown, determine (a) the acceleration of the mass center G 
and (b) the x and y components of the force pin A exerts on the rod.  Neglect the friction at the 
pin joint. 

 

 



Problem 3: 
The disc shown is undergoing regular precession as shown at the rate of ψ&  = 0.3 rad/s. 
Determine the spin velocity ϕ&  required to sustain this motion.  The disc weighs 90 N, and the 
mass of the rod is negligible. 

 

 
 
 
Problem 4: 
At the instant shown, the disk rotates with a constant angular velocity ωo clockwise.  Determine 
the angular velocities and the angular accelerations of the rods AB and BC. 
 

 



Qualifying Exam Fall 2002 
Dynamics 

 
This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
 
Problem 1: 
A racing car of mass m travels around a circular track of radius ρ with a speed v.  Draw a free 
body diagram of the car.  Determine the banking angle θ for the race track such that the racing 
car has no tendency to slide up or down the track.  Assume that the racing car is a particle. 
 
 

 
 
 
Problem 2: 
A 2-lb football is in free flight, traveling horizontally at 60 ft/s as it spins about its x axis at 5 
rad/s.  A would be receiver deflects the ball, applying a 10-lb force as shown for an interval of 
0.10s.  Determine the linear and angular velocity of the football after it is deflected.  The radii of 
gyration are kx = 2in, ky = kz = 3in. 
 

 



Problem 3: 
Determine the minimum value of the coefficient of friction required between the cylinder and the 
incline plane for the cylinder to roll without slipping. 

IG = (1/2)mr2 
 

 
 
 
Problem 4: 
The slender rod has a mass of m kg and a length of ℓ m.  It is subjected to a torque of magnitude 
b N·m as shown and is rotating in the vertical plane.  At the instant shown it has an angular speed 
of ω rad/s and the direction of rotation is as shown in the diagram.  Draw a free body diagram of 
the rod.  Also determine the angular acceleration of the rod and the reaction exerted by the pin O 
on the rod. 
IG = (1/12)mℓ2 
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Qualifying Exam Spring 1999 
Dynamics 

 
This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
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This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
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This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
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This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 3 problems here.  Complete all problems   
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This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Complete problems 1 and 2 and either 3 or 4.   
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This portion of the qualifying exam is closed book.  You may have a calculator. 
 
There are 4 problems here.  Pick any 3 to work.   
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